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(Date)
Dear Short Term Team Members,

Greetings to all of you who plan to join us in (Month) at Camp Langano.  All of us with Sports Friends are excited and expectant about the trips and how God will work in and through our lives together.  Please read this thoroughly and contact me with any questions you may have relating to your upcoming trip to Ethiopia.

DATE OF TRIP:  (Date)
PASSPORTS:

If you don’t have a valid passport you will need to begin the process immediately. It takes approximately 12 weeks.  Go to:  http://travel.state.gov/passport/passport_1738.html to find the nearest facility where you can apply for a passport.  Your signed passport must be valid and with sufficient blank pages for any visa stamps.  The passport's expiration date must be greater than six months from the date of entry for the visa you are applying for. If your passport does not meet the requirements, you must renew your passport or obtain a new one prior to obtaining the visa.   
SIM/SPORTS FRIENDS RELEASE OF LIABILITY:

Please fill out completely the attached form “SIM-SF Release of Liability”.  Please note that you will need to type in your "Name, City/Town, County and State" on this document before you print it.  You’ll then need to print and sign this document with a witness.
STATEMENT OF FAITH & SEXUAL CONDUCT AND CHILD PROTECTION POLICY:

Please read these documents carefully.  By signing the team member registration form you are agreeing to these policies.

TEAM MEMBER REGISTRATION FORM:

Please fill this form out completely.  On the registration form please give us your legal name as it appears on your passport.  The signing of this form signifies that you have read and agree with SIM’s Statement of Faith and Sexual Conduct and Child Protection Policy.

VISA REQUIREMENTS: (Tourist)
Please fill out this form completely.  You must provide one passport photograph that meets passport photograph regulations with your name written on the back.  Please send this along with your application and passport (yes your actual passport).  If you have a valid Ethiopian visa, you do not need to fill out the visa application form.  Please send your team leader a copy of your passport page and a copy of the page where your Ethiopian visa is stamped.
FAQ:    on your visa application form under:

“PASSPORT TYPE” check “ordinary”
“PURPOSE OF TRAVEL” put “Tourism/Family Visit”
“DATE OF DEPARTURE FROM USA” put “February 4th”

“DATE OF ARRIVAL IN ETHIOPIA” put “February 5th”
“BORDER OF FIRST ENTRY” put “Addis Ababa”

“DURATION OF STAY IN ETHIOPIA” put “9 days”

“ENTRIES” check “Single”

“ADDRESS IN ETHIOPIA HOTEL NAME” put “SIM Guesthouse”

“HOTEL TELEPHONE NUMBER” put “0115-15-0660”

“CONTACT PERSON IN ETHIOPIA” put “Berhanu Kebede”

“CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBER” put “0911-24-2419”

“FAMILY ACCOMMODATION” PLEASE LEAVE BLANK

IMMUNIZATIONS AND TEAM HEALTH FORM: 
Please fill this form out completely (especially Blood type and malaria medication).  If you chose to use the SIM Medical office for your immunizations, contact them at 704-587-1415.
THE SIM USA REQUIRED IMMUNIZATIONS FOR SHORT TERM ASSOCIATES SERVING LESS THAN 6 MONTHS TO ETHIOPIA ARE AS FOLLOWS:  HEPATITIS A, HEPATITIS B, MENINGITIS, POLIO, TETANUS DIPHTHERIA, TYPHOID, YELLOW FEVER AND MALARIA MEDICINE
Depending on how many immunizations you need, the cost can run from $200 - $700.  This is not part of the cost of the trip.  Please check first with your personal insurance to see if these immunizations are covered.   Also check the local health department’s prices.  If you use the SIM Medical Office you will need to pay them the day you receive your immunizations by check or cash.  SIM will not file insurance claims and they charge a $20 administration fee at the time of service.
RABIES IMMUNIZATION:
Please read and sign the "Rabies Risk in Ethiopia Release Form".  If you choose to receive the Rabies immunization and need more information on this procedure please contact the Sports Friends office at 803-802-4526.
BACKGROUND CHECK:  

SIM requires all team members to have a background check.  Please fill out completely the attached form called “Background Check Information Disclosure and Release form”.  This gives us permission to run a background check.  You also have a copy of the “National Child Protection Act”.  This form is to make you aware of this government policy.  Please fill in the bottom portion of the sheet and fingerprints are NOT required.  If Sports Friends has completed a background check with you in the past, you do not need to fill out these forms.
PAYMENT AND PAPERWORK:  

The estimated cost of the trip is (TBD) Summer Camp.  All checks should be written out to "SIM" with "Project # (?) in the memo line.  
The payment schedule and deadlines are as follows:

· All paperwork and a $500 non-refundable deposit are due in the Sports Friends offices by (Date).

· Final payment and complete immunization records are due in the Sports Friends office by (Date).

SHIRT SIZE:

Yes, you get a shirt!  Please let us know your shirt size (T-shirt size and knit polo shirt size) on the Team Member Registration Form so that we can get them ordered.  The polo shirts are available in both men’s and women’s sizes and the T-shirts are only available in men’s sizes.
ORIENTATION MEETINGS:

Everyone must attend an orientation meeting.  Please plan to attend the orientation meeting for which your team has been scheduled.  If you are unable to be at your scheduled meeting, we will work with you to attend another orientation.
SECOND BAGGAGE:

The airlines allow for checking of two bags.  Your personal items will be limited to one bag.  The second bag (provided by Sports Friends) will be used to transport needed supplies to Ethiopia.
AGE POLICY:

Anyone participating in a Sports Friends trip must be at least 16 years of age.  Anyone 16 or 17 years old needs to be accompanied by a parent or legal guardian.  A Delegation of Parental Powers will be required if a parent or legal guardian cannot accompany their child.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 

You will be receiving additional information about the following issues:

· Insurance is required/provided and is included in the cost of the trip.

· Recruiting a prayer/financial team (Please contact Kristin Reeder if you are interested in this information.)

· Pre-trip reading

· Packing list

Feel free to contact me at any time with any questions at 803-802-4526 or kristin.reeder@sim.org.

Serving Together,



Kristin  (



Kristin Reeder





Sports Friends
1838 Gold Hill Road

Fort Mill, SC 29708

www.sports-friends.org
