RABIES RISK IN ETHIOPIA
Informed Consent

Rabies is a growing problem in Ethiopia.  Any animal bite, even by puppies, must be treated as a potential rabies exposure.  Rabies, if contracted, is invariably fatal, but post-exposure treatments to prevent rabies are extremely effective if properly applied.  Pre-exposure immunization with rabies vaccine greatly simplifies the treatment needed after an exposure: specifically, no “rabies immune globulin” (RIG) is needed post-exposure.

Anyone who chooses not to get at least one dose of rabies vaccine at least ten (10) days before entering Ethiopia will be at greater risk, but there is a supply of HRIG both in Addis Ababa and Langano.

All missionaries must make an informed decision as to whether they are willing to assume the risk of travel to Ethiopia under the above circumstances.  They must know the risk and take full responsibility themselves for assuming this risk. 

The following acknowledgement of the above information is asked so that you may, as fully as possible, understand the risks involved in this issue.  Your health and safety are our main concern.  Please accept this attempt to inform you in that light.
I, ________________________________, have read and understand the foregoing information.  As a result,

1.  I am fully aware of the risk of rabies in Ethiopia.

2.  I am fully aware that at least one rabies vaccine dose at least ten (10) days       before arrival in Ethiopia, is preferable to no pre-exposure vaccinations.

3. I release SIM from all liability should I contract rabies as a result of my trip to Ethiopia.
Signature: _______________________________________

Name and signature of witness: __________________________________

Date: ______________________________
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